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Greetings from Lake Zurich Community Unit School District 95!  
On June 2nd District 95 reached a significant milestone, the 50th 
anniversary of our school district. This seemed like an appropriate 
time to reach out to members of the community to share some of the 
exciting things happening across our district.

We are a mission driven organization, meaning that all of our tasks 
– whether they be educational, operational, or administrative – are 
done with our mission clearly in mind:  to inspire all students to  
be passionate, continuous learners and to prepare them with the 
skills to achieve their goals and flourish as responsible, caring  
citizens in a global community.

In this publication you will see some examples of the progress  
District 95 has made to provide our students with rich educational, 
technological, and social-emotional support necessary to become 
those passionate, continuous learners and responsible, caring citizens 
as stated in our mission statement.  

We are proud of our progress and intend to continue the excellent 
work and positive trajectory that has been enduring and expanding 
over the past 50 years in Lake Zurich Community Unit School District 95. 
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DISTRICT 95:

Encompasses an area of 19.4 
square miles and serves the 
communities of Lake Zurich, 
Deer Park, Hawthorn Woods, 
Kildeer, unincorporated Lake 
County and North Barrington.

Enrolls nearly 5800 students, from 
Pre-K through 12th grade, in eight 
schools.

Owns and operates five elementary 
schools, two middle schools, and 
one high school. 



ACADEMIC  
EXCELLENCE

District 95 students continue to improve in 
measures of academic achievement:

ACT* Scores: Mean composite ACT  
scores for District 95 students (without  
accommodations) have risen steadily  
since 2007. The score for 2014 was 24.7,  
compared to 22.8 in 2007.

LZHS Graduation Rate: 97%

Higher Education: Over the past six years 
an average 92.3% of graduating seniors 
self-report that they will continue on to a 
two or four year higher education program.

U.S. News & World Report “Best High 
Schools” rankings (May, 2015 edition):  
Lake Zurich High School ranked 47th out 
of 632 non-selective high schools in the 
state of Illinois.

TECHNOLOGY

How do we create learning experiences that 
help students become productive members 
of their community and society? Part of that 
is by teaching students skills for the 21st  
century and beyond.

First and foremost, students need to  
understand there is not a single resource 
to answer important questions. We design 
curricula to engage students in the learning 
process and ask students to answer important 
questions. We encourage them to learn the 
content of the discipline we are teaching 
and then use that content to formulate  
answers to questions that have meaning  
to them. 

Students learn to inquire, consume, and 
evaluate information.  

In 2013, District 95 began a phased,  
three year implementation of the Mobile  
Learning Initiative in an effort to increase 
the technology accessible to our students on 
a daily basis. Beginning in the fall of 2015, all  
students in grades 6 through 12 will be issued 
an iPad to be used in conjunction with the 
curriculum. District 95 provides students with 
a variety of flexible digital resources including 
myON®, which provides an assortment of 
digital texts both non-fiction and fiction. 
While many of our textbook series offer  
online components, we continue to develop 
a robust digital collection to support literacy, 
media, and technology skills.

ACT SCORES ARE UP!

*The ACT is a curriculum based English, math, and science standardized test 
designed to be a component of the college/university admissions process.
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FISCAL 
RESPONSIBILITY 

District 95 has been a good steward of the taxpayers’ 
dollars thanks in large part to the fiscal responsibility of our 
administration and our Board of Education over much of 
the past decade. 

For the fiscal year 2014, Lake Zurich Community Unit 
School District 95 earned the highest rating of “Financial 
Recognition*” from the Illinois State Board of Education, 
earning the highest possible score of 4.0. This is the 
sixth consecutive year that District 95 has achieved the 
highest status of “Financial Recognition”.

At 5.291%, the District 95 tax rate compares 
favorably to nearby districts**:

School District  Total Tax Rate
Barrington Unit District 220 4.697
Lake Zurich Unit District 95 5.291
Libertyville 70/Libertyville HS 128 5.765
Fremont 79 / Mundelein HS 120 6.434
Hawthorn 73 / Libertyville HS 128  6.804
Aptakisic-Tripp 102 / Stevenson HS 125 6.858
Kildeer Countryside 96 / Stevenson HS 125 7.088
Wauconda Unit District 118 7.445
Mundelein 75 / Mundelein Hs 120 8.068
Grayslake 46 / Grayslake HS 127 11.953

*Each year the Illinois State Board of Education issues the “School District Financial Profile”, the 
goal of which is to objectively assess the financial health of all school districts in order for the 
public to gain a better understanding of where their school district ranks in comparison to others.  
From best to worst, the ratings and score ranges are as follows:  Financial Recognition (3.54 – 4.0), 
Financial Review (3.08 – 3.53), Financial Warning (2.62-3.07), Financial Watch (1.0 – 2.61).  

**A comprehensive list of total tax rates for Lake County, IL schools is available on the District 
95 website on the Business & Operations Department page.

21ST CENTURY LEARNING 
AND BEYOND

Education has 
been in the news 
quite a bit in 
recent years. You 
might have heard about the “Common Core”, or  
“state standards”. Ever wonder what this is all about?

In a nutshell, it’s about preparing our students to be college 
and career ready. Common Core standards focus on  
developing critical-thinking, problem-solving, and analytical 
skills that students in today’s world will need to achieve 
success. Here’s a brief description of the Common Core, 
from the Common Core State Standards Initiative  
(www.corestandards.org): 

“Today’s students are preparing to enter a world in 
which colleges and businesses are demanding more 
than ever before. To ensure all students are ready for 
success after high school, the Common Core State 
Standards establish clear, consistent guidelines for 
what every student should know and be able to do 
in math and English language arts from kindergarten 
through 12th grade.”
“The standards were drafted by experts and teachers 
from across the country and are designed to ensure 
students are prepared for today’s entry-level careers, 
freshman-level college courses, and workforce training 
programs.”

District 95’s Curriculum and Instruction department  
oversees the creation and implementation of curriculum in all 
content areas for Kindergarten through 12th grades. The 
curriculum is aligned to the Common Core State Standards.
Our goal is to invite students to learn content in order 
to answer important questions. For example, K-5 music 
students develop answers to “When is creative work ready 
to share?”; a fifth grader might explore, “Why do people 
form governments?” in social studies; an eighth grade  
science student may answer the question, “How do people 
propose explanations for events in the natural world?”.

High school students are also asked to answer essential 
questions that require deeper inquiry into a subject matter.
Read on to see how Technology integrates with the  
Curriculum through our Mobile Learning Initiative.
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MOBILE LEARNING  
INITIATIVE

Through our Mobile Learning Initiative, curriculum and  
technology are partnered to further enhance critical  
thinking, problem solving, and analytical skills. In the  
high school business department, Consumer Education 
students were given these Essential Questions to guide 
their learning as they worked toward garnering a deeper 
understanding of the topics.

What does it mean to be an educated consumer?

How do you make yourself a valuable candidate for a 
desired career?

How do I select the best investments to maximize the 
earning potential of my income?

Is credit an asset or a hindrance to financial independence?

What determines value? Why should consumers research 
information to make an informed purchase?

What should I control or what should I leave to chance?

SPECIAL
EDUCATION

Community Unit School District 95 offers a full 
continuum of Special Education services. Special 
education is instruction and related services  
provided by special education personnel or by a 
general education program that has been modified 
through the use of special education support  
services, supplementary aids, or other special  
programming. 

The District 95 ‘Transition Program’ is focused on 
providing special education services to qualifying 
district students who have completed their  
requirements for high school, but have not yet 
reached the age of 22. The Transition Program:

• Serves students who need further  
 instruction and experiences in such  
 areas as: community involvement,  
 money management, homecare,  
 social and emotional instruction and  
 management, and vocational training. 

• Performs community based trainings  
 two  to three times a week and students are  
 expected to  perform the necessary steps  
 as independently as possible.

• Gives students in the program the  
 opportunity  to learn about money  
 management by actually managing  
 funds that are used for purchase of food,  
 transportation, toiletry needs, field trips,  
 and items for personal use. 

• Provides the students exposure to their  
 community two to three times a week  
 where they grocery shop for the program,  
 make hair cut or doctor appointments,  
 work out at the YMCA, eat lunch, or learn  
 about businesses in the area such as  
 learning how to use tools for home repair  
 at the Home Depot or understanding the  
 banking process by visiting a local bank. 

•  Uses a classroom that is set up like a  
 combination of a classroom and a studio  
 apartment to assist students in developing  
 a broad range of life skills. Students  
 within the Transition Program participate  
 in numerous activities during the school  
 year such has hosting and cooking for an  
 annual Thanksgiving Feast that feeds a  
 number of building and district staff  
 members. Students plan, shop, cook,  
 and serve food for this event.
 

Transition students also participate in the school’s 
towel business as a fundraising activity and to 
further develop their skills. Students collect, wash, 
and fold towels for the school’s athletic department.  
Once a week Transition students collect the laundry 
from the locker rooms and transport the towels to a 
local laundromat. Here students learn not only how 
to use the laundromat, but also to develop money 
management skills.

In answering the question, “How do I select the best 
investments to maximize the earning potential of 
my income?”, one student created a video using an 
iPad app. The student illustrated her understanding 
of the concept and recommended stock picks in an 
animated presentation to share with classmates.

First graders learn about how rocks and soil 
change over time. At Seth Paine Elementary 
School, first grade teachers incorporated 
mobile learning as students investigated the 
Essential Question, “How can our observations 
help us understand erosion and weathering?”. 

The students talked  
about how rocks 
change over time and 
watched a video to 
help understand the 
difference between  
erosion and weathering.  
The children then 
worked together as partners to find pictures  
around the room of various rocks. The 
pictures each had a QR code that could be 
scanned. The words “Erosion” or “Weathering”  
popped up depending upon what the picture  
depicted. The children worked in partnerships 
to scan each picture and record their findings. 
The concepts of erosion and weathering are  
difficult for first graders. By working together 
and scanning the QR codes attached to the 
color pictures, the children were able to talk 
with a partner about what they were seeing.  
Using the iPads to scan the QR code to find 
out if the word Erosion or Weathering was 
attached to the picture, gave the children 
immediate feedback.

If you have a QR reader on your phone or 
device, you can try it yourself! 50

YEARS

If you would like to watch  
the entire video, please  
visit our website. It is  
posted on the Mobile  
Learning Initiatives page  
under the Initiatives tab. 



STUDENT 
OPPORTUNITIES

Ever wonder what today’s  
students do with their free time? 
Many of our district families 
would probably say, “What free 
time?!”  That’s because a  
significant number of our  
students are participating in  
one or more of our cocurricular 
or extracurricular activities. From 
athletics to fine arts to various 
clubs and activities, students  
at all age levels are active  
participants across the district.

Here are some of the sports and 
clubs offered at the high school.  
Keep in mind, we offer activities 
at the middle school and  
elementary levels, too!

ATHLETICS

Cheerleading
Pom Pons
Girls Cross Country 
Boys Cross Country
Football
Girls Golf
Boys Golf
Girls Tennis
Boys Tennis
Girls Volleyball
Boys Volleyball
Girls Soccer
Boys Soccer 
Girls Basketball
Boys Basketball
Girls Bowling
Boys Bowling
Wrestling
Baseball
Softball
Girls Track 
Boys Track

Art Club
Band
Buddy Program
Choir
Color Guard
Debate/Speech Team
Drama Club
Drama Productions
Future Business Leaders  
   of America
French Club
Freshman Class Board
Gay/Straight Alliance
German Club
Habitat for Humanity
Hockey Club 
Interact
Italian Club
Junior Class Board
Lacrosse Club
Law Club
Literary Magazine 
Math Team

Medical Science Club
National Honor Society
Newspaper
Operation Click
Orchesis
Orchestra
Recycling Club
Scholastic Team
Science Team
Senior Class Board
Ski & Snowboard Club
Sophomore Class Board
Spanish Club
SNAP (Special Needs     
   Athletic Program)
Student Council
Swim Club
Technical Theatre
Robotics Club
Tri-M Music Honor Society
Uprising
Yearbook

EXTRACURRICULAR, COCURRICULAR, 
CLUBS, ACTIVITIES

FACILITIES

As the joke goes, there are two seasons in  
Chicago…winter and road construction. It’s a  
bit the same with a school district, since  
summer is our biggest opportunity to perform 
maintenance and renovations in our facilities 
with the smallest impact on our students and 
their families.

This summer we are performing the second 
phase of a stadium renovation at Lake Zurich 
High School. Last year the district replaced  
the deteriorating artificial turf, improved the 
drainage around the field, and provided for 
storm water retention on the site. This summer, 
we will install new ADA accessible bleachers 
with a seating capacity of 2,483, nearly twice 
the capacity of the old bleachers. So if you wish 
to attend one of our sporting events, there is a 
much greater chance you’ll have a seat!

This project also includes new fencing,   
improvements to the long jump and discus  
areas, and removal of the hill in the softball 
field. A new ticket booth is also being installed, 
most of which will be paid for by a generous 
donation from the Class of 2012. 

The stadium renovation is an example of the 
types of projects managed across the district by 
our facilities department along with many smaller 
projects, routine maintenance and oversite. We 
pride ourselves on keeping our schools and 
administrative buildings in good working order 
to provide a safe, reliable work and learning 
environment.

The summer renovation project at the Lake Zurich 
High School will include installation of new ADA 
accessible bleachers at the stadium with a seating 
capacity of 2,483, nearly twice the capacity of the 
old bleachers. New improvements to the long 
jump and discus areas, and the softball field are 
also included.
 



OUR COMMUNITY

Why do people move to our community?

Nate and Tanya Roth moved to 
Lake Zurich last fall. They have 
two children and a third on 
the way. Here’s what Nate said 
about their decision to move to 
our community: “We needed 
more space, and so we looked 
at a couple of factors to see what 
areas we would even consider. 
We have young children, and a 
big driver was the school system. 
We looked around comparing home prices, taxes, and  
education…taking it all together Lake Zurich seemed to  
have the right mix and a good value. We looked at homes in 
the Fremd, Stevenson, Barrington, and Lake Zurich school  
districts. We felt Lake Zurich gave us more house for the  
money, a better quality of life, and a quality education for  
our children.”

LAKE ZURICH COMMUNITY  
UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT 95 

Contact District 95 Administration at:  
Feedback@lz95.org
400 S. Old Rand Rd., Lake Zurich, IL  60047
847.438.2831
www.lz95.org

To receive the Superintendent’s monthly 
electronic newsletter go to the District 95 
website, www.lz95.org, scroll down and 
click on the “Newsletter” button to enter 
your email address.

BOARD OF EDUCATION

(left to right)
Scott McConnell (Vice President)
Kathy Brown 
Chris Ketcham 
Eileen Maloney 
Tony Schneider
Lisa Warren (Secretary)
Doug Goldberg (President)

Contact the District 95 Board of Education 
at: BoardMembers@lz95.org

For information about the District 95 
Educational Foundation, please visit their 
website at www.district95foundation.org.
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We’ve come a long  
way in 50 years!  
Look inside to see 
what’s new and exciting!  


